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Fall 2010 Koshare News 

Koshares Perform at BSA  
100th Anniversary 

The Koshares continued a long-standing tradition when they    

attended the Boy Scouts of America 100th Anniversary. Koshare 

dancers attended the very first Jamboree and then were invited to 

dance at the 50th anniversary. Some Scout leaders told us last 

spring that it just wouldnõt be the same if òBuck and his Boysó 

were not dancing. Well, the boys and girls did attend this yearõs 

Jamboree, performing on each of the four stages. The Koshare 

Dancersõ roots are in Scouting and participating in this momen-

tous occasion was a magical experience for our young dancersñ

one they will relive the rest of their lives.  

 
  See Page 6 for more information. 

 

Located At: 

115 West 18th Street 

La Junta, Colorado 
 

Contact Us: 
PO Box 580 

La Junta, CO  81050 

719.384.4411 

kiva_clerk@ojc.edu 
 

Find us . . . 
< On the Web 
 www.koshare.org 

 

< On FaceBook 
  

 

Mark Your Calendars 
< October Artist: Wayne 

Pritchardc & Pinon Canyon 

Mobile Art Show 

 

< December Artist: Doug 

Candelaria 

 

< December 3 & 4:  

Winter Encampment @ 

Bentõs Old Fort &     

Koshare Museum 

  

< December 26 :   

Koshare Christmas Party @ 

11:30 am 

Location TBA 

 

< Winter Ceremonials: 

December 26 

January 1, 2 , 7, & 8 

All Shows Begin @ 7 PM 
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Museum Board of Directors  

President:  

  Rick Wallner 

Vice President:  

  Janet Berg 

Committee Chairs  

    Collections:  

 Don Cadwallader 

 Mike Engle 

 Steve Irvin 

 Facilities:  

 Jim Rizzuto 

 Finance/Budget:  

 Janet Berg 

 Jim Rizzuto 

 Liaison to Foundation:  

 John Gonzales 

 Policy/Discipline:  

 Scott Eckhart 

 Ken McNerney 

Special Events/Fund Raising:  

 Scott Eckhart 

Remaining Directors:  

 Nancy Harrison 

 Dan Hyatt 

 

Legal Advisor to Board:  

 Philip òDeanó Malouff 

Koshare Foundation  

Trustees  
 

Chair:  

  Kate Shand Larkin 

Vice Chair:  

  Art Wilkonson 

Treasurer:  

  Mark Driscoll 

Secretary:  

  M. Jon Kolomitz 

Remaining Trustees:  

  Sally Inge Buikema 

James Dillard 

John Gonzales 

Lynn Griffee Post 

 

From Our Museum Board President: 
 

W 
ith each year brings change and refinement. We do our best not 

to let the economy be our driving force. Sometimes it is unavoid-

able. Still, we feel we have worked diligently to keep youthful 

enthusiasm and vision a part of our decision making process. 

We start our new fiscal year with a balanced budget and some adjustments in staff 

and focus. 
 

            The Museumõs new leadership team is familiar and welcome.  Jeremy   

Manyik is taking the helm as the Museumõs Executive Director and James 

McKnight is now the Youth Program Director.  The work before these two young 

men is large, but they are excited and up to the challenge. Former Operations  

Director, Susie Sarlo, will work exclusively on fund raising and communication 

projects beginning in October. 
 

            The Board is also pleased that collaboration between the Koshare  

Museum,  the National Park Service and Bentõs Old Fort is reaching new levels. 

The historic venues have worked closely in the past, sharing tourist information 

and events, but recently Congresswoman Betsy Markey introduced a bill that 

would provide necessary funding so that artifacts from Bentõs Old Fort, Sand 

Creek and Capulin Volcano would be processed and stored in a secure area of the 

Koshare Museum. In exchange for this space, the National Park Service would 

provide money for expansion and a curator position that would serve both the  

National Park Service and the Koshare Museum. 
 

            Strengthening current relationships and developing new friends will serve 

the Museum and youth program now and into the future. I have heard it said that 

life is lived forward but understood backwards.  Combining agencies and organiza-

tions that work toward the future while preserving the past can make us both more 

effective and efficient. 
 

            With the help of our friends and colleagues, we are planting seeds today 

for tomorrow's growth. We are confident in our choices for leadership and grate-

ful for continued assistance from those who made our history possible. 
 

Rick Wallner  

The Koshare Museum collection is considered among the best in the SW United States. On the bottom of these two pages are a 

few examples (left to right): one of hundreds of baskets, The Chanters by Joseph Imhoff, The Plasterers by Ernest Blumenschein. 



We Are Truly Blessed 
E very once and a while our faith is  

renewed and we are repaid ten fold by those who be-

lieve in our mission. And what Charles Dickens called 

òthe milk of human kindnessó washes over us.  

 

 We were blessed by unselfish support  

during the past year. Our Museum Board was a guiding 

force in keeping our doors open and programs running 

smoothly. The Foundation Board accomplished a  

yeomanõs task of preparing materials, strategizing for 

and moving into financial sustainability.  

 

Financial support came from the most unexpected 

places, yet from people and organizations who believe 

that the principles of Scouting and a youth leadership 

program such as the Koshares is still valuable in  

todayõs world.  

 

 We were astounded by the response we  

received this spring and summer as we worked to 

raise money for the Koshare Dancersõ trip to the 

100th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America. A 

very grateful Thank  You to all those who helped us 

realize our goal.  

 

 As we move into another season and soon 

into a new year, we again proclaim our gratitude to all 

those who continue to help us keep the   

Koshare  Museum and our Koshare Dancer 

youth development program alive. We still are 

struggling financially, but know that we are truly 

blessed by your belief in our program and are 

excited by the promises a new year brings. Our 

forefathers forged the path with their wisdom 

and sacrifices and our young people keep hope 

and energy continually renewed. 

 

 With everyoneõs help, the Koshares are 

moving into their 78th year of operation. As we 

said before, this is a program built by young  

people and continues to be led by young people. 

Their fire pushes us all forward. Lyricist Jack 

Feldman, in his song The World Will Know, could 

have been writing these words for any strong 

youth organization working to make its mark, but 

we borrow the words for our Koshares:   

 

And the young stand tall 

And the time is now... 

And our ranks will grow and grow and grow and so 

The world will feel our fire and finally know! 

 

Many Native artists were in residence at the Koshare Museum. (right to left): Ernesto Zepeda displays his portrait of Koshare founder Buck  

Burshears, Woodrow Crumbo next to the first painting purchased by the Koshares, The Eagle Dancer and Crumboõs famous  

Spotted Wolfõs Last Request. 
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A Scoutmasterôs Prayer 
By J.F. ñBuckò Burshears 

 

A little boy came knocking at my Scout room door,  

An awfully little fellow just twelve and no more.  

His eyes danced as he watched my gang at rowdy play.  

ñI would like to be a Scout,ò he said, ñIôm 12 just yesterday.ò 

In the weeks to come he found his place, a trim young Scout he made.  

The tests he passed with eagerness, a thorough job sure paid.  

The oath, the laws, the knots and flag, were taken to his heart.  

A better man he was sure to be thoô heôd just begun to start. 

By the candle - lighted darkness I watched his round face beam  

As the oath and law he pledged to keep  ð just like a prayer it seemed.  

The years to come were happy ones as we followed the trail ð-  

That greater man had laid for us far up where eagles sail.  

I watched him grow from boy to man, the days were far too few,  

To try to teach the important things that Scouting said were true.  

I didnôt know so long ago our nation he would defend, 

I only saw a job to do, a helping hand to lend.  

Now heôs flying higher still with silver wings up there. 

I pray to God the job I did was better than just fair.  

He thanked me once for what I did so many years ago.  

It was not his thanks that paid me because he did not know  

That greater thanks heôd given me a thousand times before 

By his dancing eyes and smiling face  ð could one ask for more?  

There are other boys a - knocking, I must invite them in.  

Please, God, give me strength to make them better men.  

 

 

 

This poem was 

written during 

World War II 

on a night  

proceeding a  

Koshare  

Christmas 

party. Buck 

Burshears, 

while trying to 

figure out  

something to 

say at the  

banquet the 

following night, 

had just learned 

that another of 

his boys (Custis 

Green), one of 

his Koshares, 

was missing in  

action. The  

result of his 

thoughts was 

this poem The  
Scoutmasterõs 

Prayer. 
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~ The Greatest Generation ~  
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T  
hey were born into more prosperous 

times in the 1920s, only to have it crash 

down on top of them with the 1929   

financial crash, followed by the Great 

Depression and Dust Bowl.  òThis generation of 

Americans has a rendezvous with destiny,ó pro-

claimed Franklin Roosevelt as they entered World 

War II. They were tested time and again and still 

rose to each challenge. 

  

 The Koshares gave birth during this time and 

seemed to be on the same journey as our country, 

rising and ebbing as economies and societal pres-

sures changed. Still, like our great generation, the 

Koshares weathered it all and continued to grow  
and serve. 

  

 As we have pointed out many times, the   

Koshare founders come from pioneer stock, a rural 

area that grew up loving the land that supported 

them. Their strength of character and love of our 

cultural heritage has been passed down through 

every generation since 1933.  

  

 Koshare members ñnearly 100 in allñ

served in World War II with honor and distinction. 

We lost several from this honored group this year, 

two this summer, and we would just like to pay one 

last tribute and  heartfelt òthank youó.   

 

 

Colonel James òJimmyó  

Taylor, Jr. set the stan-

dard by which all other 

Koshares and Scouts in  

La Juntaõs Troop were 

measured. He went on to 

West Pointe and to serve 

his country with honor, 

retiring in 1967. His mili-

tary awards include the 
We will be known forever by the  

tracks we leave. 
 Native American Proverb 

Silver Star, Legion of Merit with cluster, Soldier's 

Medal, Bronze Star with cluster, Air Medal and 

Commendation Ribbon with cluster.  

 

Jimmy continued to serve the Koshares with his 

gentle guidance and wisdom. During the Kosharesõ 

75th Anniversary, he commented, òKoshares was a 

wonderful organization that prepared boys for life 

through hard work and dedication.ó 

 

 

 Koshare Key Leader Norman 

Peirce was a generous supporter of 

the Koshare program. For many 

years, at his own expense, he would 
come to the Kiva, car full of feathers 

and would spend days helping the 

boys build bustles and do feather-

work. During breaks he would challenge the boys 

to ping-pong tournaments. The boys were amazed 

the old guy was so fast and won all the games.  

 

 Even after he was unable to make the trip, 

he still sent feathers ð again at his own expense. He 

also donated artwork to the collection and to be 

sold in the Trading Post. We benefitted from his 

generosity and his skills. Mostly, he made an impact 

with each child he touched because all he ever 

wanted to do was òhelp the kidsó.  

 

 Norman Peirce exhibited the true heart and 

soul of a Koshare Key Leader.  

 

 We are saddened by their passing and send 

their families our respect and condolences, and pray 

Jimmy and Norm are still watching over us.  

http://www.legacy.com/legacies/bronze-star/?personid=143340511&affiliateID=2377


 

The Koshares Enjoy the BSA 100th Anniversary 
 The Koshares who made the East Coast trip 

this year represented the organization well. People 

commended them for their skill, knowledge of 

cultural heritage, discipline and politeness. We 

were proud to be La Juntaõs ambassadors. 

 Most of the young dancers had never been to 

the East Coast and were mesmerized by the 

ocean, history, monuments and the National  

Museum of the American Indian (Smithsonian  

Institution). The food was another big draw as 

many of the young dancers had never eaten fresh 

sea food before. 

 It was a full schedule, filling every waking min-

ute: touring of Washington DC took place in the 

mornings, experiencing the 100th Anniversary in 

the afternoon and dancing every night. Although 

dancing during this prestigious event was fabulous, 

the girls were the highlight as thousands of 

screaming Boy Scouts were quite taken by them. 

The girls said they felt like rock stars, giving inter-

views and signing autographs. It truly was an ex-

perience they will not soon forget. 

 Visiting sites in Baltimore and Virginia Beach 

were also part of the experience. 

2010 Scout Jamboree (Above) Koshare Dancers perform on one of four stages 

during the Jamboree. Hundreds of Scouts spent time after each performance learning 

more about the Koshare program and forging some personal relationships with the 

dancers from La Junta.  (Below) Dancers prepare for the performance. 

"If the boy you were would be proud of the 
man you are, you have probably lived an 

honorable life." 
          James F. "Buck" Burshears 

          Koshare Indian Dancer Founder 
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2010 Long Trip Participants  
 

Boys: Vincent Gearhart, Tim Jacks, Buck Johnson,  

Henry Kelly, Tevin Lucero, Brayden Martin, Thomas 

Martinez, Seth Nixon, Brandon Rains, Taylor Rains, 

Drew Romero, and Sammy Torres. 

 

Girls: Elizabeth Conlan, Monique Cruz, Destiny Jaramillo, 

and Kendal Martin 

 

Leaders: David Balicki, Jodi Gearhart, Cullen Johnson, 

Jeremy Manyik, James McKnight, and Tyler Trumble 



 

The Koshares Explore Washington, DC 
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